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Meetings: 

 

The Comprehensive Plan Committee Meeting, originally scheduled for tonight, has been 

cancelled due to weather.  This meeting will be rescheduled. 

 

Tomorrow evening, April 9th, we begin the 2019/2020 budget review process with a joint 

meeting with the School Department to review the Board’s proposed budget. The meeting begins 

in Council Chambers at 6:30 pm. 

 

Also tomorrow, the Planning Board Meeting will take place at 7:00 p.m. in the Lecture Hall.  

Agendas have been distributed in previous Council Packets. 

 

There is a regular informational meeting on Thursday evening, April 11th, in the Council 

Chambers beginning at 6:30 pm. The agenda is enclosed with this package. 

 

City of Augusta Administrative Offices will be closed for the Patriot’s Day Holiday on Monday, 

April 15th. 

 

Other Items:  

 

Enclosed with this package is a final Standard and Poors Rating report on the City of Augusta’s 

credit worthiness issued last week related to our upcoming general obligation bond issuance. I 

am very happy to report that the City continues to maintain our “AA” bond rating. Thanks go out 

to Ralph St. Pierre, Tracy Roy and our Financial Advisor Richard Ranaghan (Northeast 

Municipal Advisors) for their good work in preparing for the S&P analyst’s examination and 

their presentation to S&P. As you can see from reading the report, this highly desirable rating is 

the result of long-standing strong fiscal management and budgeting policies established by you, 

the elected governing body, and implemented by conscientious City staff. As we go into the 

annual budget process, this report is a timely reminder of the value of the conservative fiscal 

policies this community has followed over the years. 

 

We have a pretty full agenda for this Thursday evening’s informational meeting. In addition to a 

presentation by Dr. David Seder from Maine Medical Center on neurocritical care research and a 

presentation from representatives of both local natural gas companies on the current status of 

their build-outs (which you requested a couple of months ago), Corporation Counsel Kristin 

Collins will be prepared to discuss with you the recommendations of the Planning Board on 

regulating/licensing the sale of medical marijuana in the City. Also on the agenda is discussing 

of reprogramming certain capital improvement funds to offset higher than budgeted costs of 
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reconstructing Murray Street (this bid outcome is disappointing but not surprising given what’s 

happening around the state and on other projects – like Commercial Street – here in Augusta). 

By deferring some maintenance paving on Community Drive as well as Anthony Avenue and 

Darin Drive in the Augusta Business Park, we can have the funding necessary to do Murray 

Street which is a priority given its condition. 

 

Also on the agenda for Thursday is a report back to you on the condition of the old Cony Pride 

building on Cony Street. Coffin Engineering’s structural engineer, Ben Murray, has reported to 

Matt Nazar that he estimates it would take about $132,000 to stabilize the building before any 

renovations could be undertaken to repurpose it. See Matt’s memorandum on the matter for more 

detail. 

 

I call your attention to an enclosure from Roger Pomerleau, Chair of the Mayor’s Recognition of 

Excellence (REX) Committee.  Roger would like to remind you that the committee is always 

looking for recommendations for the award from Councilors and applications are included with 

his memo.  

 

Sadly, last week Reverend Don Williams passed away after a long illness. Don was the devoted 

chaplain for both the Augusta Fire Department and Augusta Police Department for many years. 

He was a compassionate and thoughtful counselor and spiritual advisor, available 24-7 to answer 

the call when the emotional well-being of our first responder’s so required.  

 

C: Department and Bureau Directors 

 Legislative Delegation   


